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rmsr LORD COMMISSIONER OF THE 
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NM. Lonb, | 


OWEVER Ailtinguiſtied for inflexible inte- 
grity; however admired for ſingularity of 
ſentiment; however applauded for impartial ad- 


miniſtration of Crown favors ; the obſervations „ 


have made upon your general conduct, will not 
abſolutely confirm me in thoſe exalted ſenti- 


ments, which the very few partizans of your 


Lordſhip would wiſh ts impoſe upon the world, 


as examples f matchleſs perfection and unerring 


wiſdom. Although I might pay attention to 
your conduct as a Chriſtian, and applaud your 
3 5 2 22Cx.;p 


| 7-2 41: 
perſevering diſpoſition to diſpel the reigning 3 


ruption in public offices; yet, I am not fo par- 


tial to your Lordſhip, as to approve of every 
tranſaction which you have exhibited, in the ſu- 
perior line of official duty, and which, in the 


eſtimation of your friends, might be deemed 


eminent, and ſtrictly impartial. Lord Howe 


might work reformations in the minutiæ of office: 


he might alſo, in the moderate detail of naval 
arrangement, diminiſh the ſuperfluous expences 
of Government, in various inſtances of official 
reformation : but tis for ſuperior minds to cheriſh 
and maintain the doctrine of conciliation, im- 
provement, and effential reformation, through 
the extended branches of naval eſtabliſhment and 
diſcipline, The private virtues of your. Lord- 
ſhip are ineſtimable ; were they to be adopted by 
mankind. in general, they would ſerve as infal- 
lible examples to promote the happineſs of do- 
meſtic ſociery, in an eminent degree. Lou love 


your country ; you honor the King ; but you are 


rivetted to your own poſitive opinion, and to the 
partial intereſt of your friends. However viſibly 


diſſatisfied the bulk of the Navy may appear to 
be, and however Waren to your n diſpoſi- 


tion 


tion to ee men . you deem Jeferying ; 
of preferment, your feelings upon theſe occaſions . 


are always heightened, in proportion as the EXE= 


crations of injured, diſappointed officers ariſe, | 5 


which will ever diminiſh (in the eſtimation of the 
world) every ſeemingly good intention which. 

your Lordſhip might manifeſt, under the moſt 
reſerved, myſterious, ungracious conduct. The 
great Ganganelli ſays, « that a myſterious man 
2 76 inſufferable to ſociety, and it requires little 


er ſagacity eaſily to penetrate the views of him, 


« who always appears to keephis mind to himſelf.” 
It is therefore in vain to attempt bringing your 


Lordſhip to a proper ſenſe of your inability to . 


preſide at the Admiralty Board. Your unpa- 
ralleled conſiſtency of inexpreſſible auſterity, 
your inflexibility of perſeverance to maintain a 


ſingularity of conduct, in every inſtance wherein. 


you pretend to diſplay a conſcientious zeal for the 
improvement of the Navy, are inconteſtible 


traits in your Lordſhip” s conſtitution, that will 


never afford ſatisfaction to the nation at large, 


nor to thoſe individuals in particular, who are 


deſtined to ſubmit, under the moſt poſitive, com- 


plex Ns nes to the orders and ar- 
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rangements of a man, univerſally ee ey 
to be unfeeling in his nature, ungracious in his 
manner, and who, upon all occaſions, diſcovers : a 


. wonderful attachment to the dictates of his own 


perverſe, impenetrable diſpoſition. A bigoted 


| underſtanding will never admit of enlarged ideas. ; 


It is therefore a misfortune in your Lordſhip, to 
be confined to the narrow limits of a preſcribed 


. knowledge ; even in your profeſſion, as 4 ſeaman, 


you are limited to the particular cireumſeribed 
rules of your own contracted genius. 


The predilection that was ſome time ago « enter. 
; tained for your Lordſhip, by the Navy in general, 
gave to the public an early impreſſion, highly in 
your Lotdfhip's favor. Every, improvement, 


every encouragement chat could be ſuggeſted for 


che honor and welfare of the Navy, were to be 
powerfully enforced and ſupported, upon che moſt 


gracious, liberal plan, whenever you became. 


Firſt Lord of the: Admiralty. The veteran 
officer ; the wounded ſeaman ; the diſabled ma- 
rine';- nay, the diſconſolate widows and orphans 
of departed heroes, anticipated che animating 
idea,” that your Lordſhip's' humanity and un- 
bounded liberality-would: be amply extended to 

. 6 N the 


C7. 


the ef and encouragement of eine perfſorm- 
ed, the moſt gallant, deſperate, and faithful, for 
the glory of this country, whenever your Lord- 
ſhip ſhould. be appointed the Marine Miniſter ; 
preſuming that you would blaze forth, like the 
meridian ſun, ſpreading your genial influence 
over all the various drooping departments of the 
Navy. And to da juſtice to your Lordſhip's * 
adminiſtration, you have, in ſome inſtances, ex- 
hibited a diſpoſition to relieve objects worthy 
attention, You have diſpenſed your favors 
among the claſs of Boatſwains, C arpenters, Gun= 
ners, Cooks, &c. with an impartial hand, per- 
fectly conſiſtent with the) duty of a Firſt Lord of 
the Admiralty. But in the ſuperior line of naval 

. ſervice, you have manifeſted. a contrary diſpoſi- | 
tion; inſtead of paying an impartial attention 
to merit, abilities, and long ſervices, you have 
adopted a plan, compatible with the ſingularity 
of your genius, though totally derogatory to the 

_ generous ſpirit of a gallant, free-hearted ſeaman, 

the honeſt, undiſguiſed feelings of a veteran, 

and the hberal, impartial adminiſtration of an 


highly reſpeRtable and truly ſenſible rat Mi- 
| niſter. 5 


Conftious | 


\ Conſcious as you are, that you poſſeſs the re- 
| fined principles of moral rectitude, and follow 
the incomparable ſyſtem of chriſtianity ; you 
continue to ſteer the deluding courſe of inflexi- 
ble obſtinacy, and perſevere in a peculiar fingu- 
larity of conduct, which (though it might be 
105 de med prophane to uſe the expreſſion) is like 
the peace of God, which paſſeth all undenſtanding. 
You are no changeling, my Lord. You are the 
 fahe auſtere, ungracious being, as you were 
when a midſhipman on board. a man of war. "Nr 
Death only can change your nature! 3 
The viſible decreaſing ſpirit, diſcipline and 
| ſplendor of the Navy, having excited univerſal _ 
complaint and diſſatisfaction through the nation, 
under your Lordſhip's ſingularity of adminiſtra- 
tion; it leads me to the awful neceſſity of de- 
| ploring the preſent pernicious ſyſtem, which ap-. 
Peers to be ſo obſtinately adopted, through every 
department of naval eſtabliſhment ; in a manner | 
the moſt diſtrefling, to minds filled with theim- 
portance of ſuch an intereſting ſubject. If the 
meaſures of your Lordſhip had been calculated 
to aggrandize the glory of the Navy; if you - 
had endeavoured to have conciliated the hearts 
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world, that you even meant to eſtabliſh the Navy, 
upon a permanent, reſpectable, formidable, 
happy footing; I ſhould have rejoiced to have 
ſounded your praiſe upon ſuch a laudable under- 
taking. But when I behold a Firſt Lord of the 
Admiralty, perſevering in eſtabliſhing a pitiful 
plan of ceconomy, at the expence of leſſening 
the ſpirit, cramping the diſcipline and degrad- 
ing the ſplendor of the Navy, by acts unworthy 
The exalted character of a Marine Miniſter ; under 
fuch alarming circumſtances, I confeſs. myſelf 
unequal to deſcribe the fatal conſequences, which 


muſt inevitably ariſe, upon the execution of ſuch 


a deteſtable, ruinous plan. | 
When we conſider the amazing burthen, which 


6 nation, at preſent, labours under, from the 
enormous load of taxes; a great deal mighe 


eſpecially when ſuch ſyſtems are founded upon 
truly liberal and falutary plans. But when ſup- 


ported only, by narrow-minded, ſelfiſh views, 
they operate upon individuals, as incentives to 


oppoſition and diſcontent. I am ſure, that our 
mn nnn and highly approved young 
B Miniſter, 


of individuals, compoſing the great bulwark of 
the empire. If it had been made viſible to the 
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Miniſter, would ſpurn at any /liberal narroto- 
minded idea, which ſhould, under the leaſt de- 
gree of power, conduce to eſtabliſh a ſyſtem of 
economy, derogatory to the feelings of a man, 
the ſpirit of a gentleman, and the exalted dignity 
of a Miniſter. It is therefore to be preſumed, 
that no concurrence from that quarter, will ever 
be difplayed, to ſupport your Lordſhip's myferi- 
aut, undigefted plans of Jetefted cxconomy.— 
We aſcribe to your Lordſhip, the c 
mical plan of a reformation, in ſuſpending the ac- - 
cuſtomed right which the Board of Admiralty 
enjoyed, to appoint maſters and commanders to 
be poſt captains, under commanders in chief, 
going upon home or foreign ftations ; and that 
you have alfo adopted the plan of employing 
young captains, as commanders in chief, which 
appointments, before your Lordſhip had the 
honor to preſide at the Board, were invariably 
given to flag officers, or ſenior captains (as corn- 
modores with poſt captains under them). Whe- 
ther you have eſtabliſhed this regulation as 
ceconomical, or with a view to prevent an en- 
creaſe to the liſt of navy captains ; the object, with 
reſpe& to the magnitude of naval expence and 
- appointments, bears fo ſmall a proportion, that 


4 8) 
inthe eſtimation of a liberal-minded marine Mi- 
niſter, it would ſcarcely afford him a moment's 
conſideration, eſpecially as there are matters of 
n more conſequence to whe nation, in 
point of ſupporting the plan of „ which 
might undergo every ac di. 
Indeed, as to the appointments of flag officers 
captains, whether they are from the lift of poſt 
_ captains, or maſters and commanders, the pay 


is equal, when employed as flag officers captains ; | 


and when taken from the half pay liſt, they are 


generally from the ſix ſhilling claſs, which is the 
fame, as the half pay of maſters and command- 


ers. Therefore, the only diſadvantage (if it 
might be termed ſuch) ariſing to Government, 


in the appointment of maſters, and command- 


ers, to be poſt captains, under flag officers, will 
only be advancing eight maſters and commanders 
to the rank of poſt captains, every three years, 
and without incurring the leaſt expence to Go- 
vernment, becauſe it will be putting the maſters 
and commanders, from one ſix ſhilling liſt, to 
another; to the advantage of rank only. 

If your Lordſhip takes credit for recommend- 
0 Wo young captains, as commanders i in chief, 


T0 without | 
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K 
without a captain under them; you undoubtedly 
will fave to Government the enormous ſum of 


about 6407. per annum, under each command, 
zn that diſgraceful ſituation. Like a true baw- 
ker and pedlar, you have been bawking your fo- 
reign commands, to the moſt inferior, in rant, 


among the claſs of captains, who, to the diſ- 


tinguiſned honour of every one that reſiſted 
the peddling” bait of your Lordſhip, ſufficiently 
and manfully proved, to their King and Country, 


though S conomy might be the watch word of 
the marine Miniſter; and notwithſtanding the 
auſtere and powerful influence of a Firſt Lord of 
the Admiralty, might be enforced, to ſupport | 
the recommendation of ſuch a mean, unprecedented + 
appointment; yet, it could not be effected, to 
the diſgrace of naval honor, ſpirit and ſteady diſ- 
cipline; except in one recent inſtance, which 
brought your.Lordſhip's deteſted plan, extremely 
tow indeed; and which appointment, I truſt, 
every man who values the dignity of the profeſ- 
Jon, in the honorable ſtyle of a Britiſh ſeaman and 


officer, and who poſſeſſes the ſterling Pirit of a 


gentleman, will execrate, 10 all eternity. 
la ante mp ing ro effect a plan of ceconomical 
reformation, 


„ ab 


( 13 ) 


ne, by degrading the Navy, 1 in its glar- 
ing an inſtance; you diſcover a diſpoſition, very 
unfavourable to the aggrandizement of that for- 
midable eſtabliſhment, upon which the exiſtence 
ol the Britiſh empire ultimately depends. If the 
ſpirit and diſcipline of the Navy, ſhould become 
languid, and a general diſſatisfaction, and de- 
generacy pervade the whole corps ; all the myſ- 
_ terious' plans of reformation, ſuggeſted by the 

preſent marine Miniſter, will never reſtore the 
Navy to it's original ſpirit and fplendor. And 
from all ſenſible, impartial obſervations, which 

have of late been made, by men of emi- 
nence and ſuperior underſtanding ; I am warrant- 
ed to ſay, we are molt” rapidly declining, from 
that very ſuperior eſtabliſhment, which our Navy 
_ exhibited during the late wars with the Houſe of 
Bourbon; while our enemies are inceſſantly at 
work, improving and compleating the eſtabliſh- 


ment of a moſt tremendous marine force; and 


who probably, in a very few years, will exhibit 
to Great Britain, a combination of fleets, terrible 
to behold, in the fight of Britons. . And although 
our elegant, extenſive fortifications, may keep the 
enemy from making deſcents at Portſmouth and 
Plymouth, they will not prevent armies landing in 
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| { 44 ) 
various gcoelible places, upon the fea coaſts of 
Britain and Ireland. ; 155 
It has already been explained i in TRE 1 
cations, that the Pationary defence of the country, 
in the erection of ſuperb fortifications, ought not 
to have a priority of attention, over the more 
material eſtabliſhment of a formidable navy. 
His Grace of Richmond, having manifeſted ſuch 
2 boundleſs rage for eſtabliſhing extenſive, wſele/s 
fortifications; that it is become abſolutely neceſ- 
fary to check the preſent raging frenzy of his de- 
Jed mind; and turn the attention of Govern- 
ment, to matters of infinitely more conſequence 
t the nation. It was preſumed, when his 
Grace came to the Board of Ordnance, (from 
his apparent natural diſpoſition to ceconomy) he 
wauld leſſen the growing ſpirit which then prevail- 
ed, to promote the deſtructive doctrine of eſtab... 
liſhing extenſive fortifications. But inſtead of 
giving an official check to ſuch a. pernicious 


il fyſtem, he ſteps into the chair of unbounded pro- 
wlll fuſion ; and violently ſupports the principle of 
1 | erecting extenſive fortifications, upon the moſt 
5 expenſive plans. Referring to Fort Monckton, 
* only, upon the Goſport diſtrict, it will ſuffici- 


ö ently corroborate the aſſertion, in point of ex- 
. i 


Eo 2. 


: pence; that fark has undergone ſo many revo- 
lutions, upon its conſtruction, (particularly under 
his Grace's maſterly direction) and although not 
yet compleatiy finiſhed, the expence attending 
it's original conſtruction, and ſucceſſive altera- ; 
tions, has been eſtimated at 200,000 J. When- - 

ever Fort Monckton ſhall be compleated, it's re- 
mote ſituation will never admit of it's proving: 
any effeftual annoyance to an enemy's fleer 
coming to anchor at Spithead ; nor to the land- 
ing an army to the Eaſt, or Weſtward of Portſ- 
mouth; nog: ee leaſt eee to 
the Iſle of Wight. 

The formidable moving WIE of a Britiſh 
fleet cruizing in the channel, will afford infinite. 
ly more protection, not gnly to the trading part 
ol the empire, but to the ſea coaſts of the coun- 
try againſt any attempts of future invaſions, be- 
yond any imaginary ſuceour, or ſupport, which his 
Grace's ſuperb, extenſive, mo fortifications 
can poſlibly effect. 

- Theſe general obſervations, my Lord, may 
eaſily be extended to particular remarks ; and 
| though I cannot caſt a lhre upon your conduct, 
as the Firſt Lord of the Admiralty, it would be 
1 needleſs to . upon the adminiſtration 


of a man, perfectly a in the gloomy abi 


of myſteriaus economy, e . 


'S ; x 


impenetrable obſtinacy. . 


{I muſt now bring to your Lordſhip s recollec- 
tion, the cruel caſe of thoſe gallant young officers, 
who, at the concluſion of. the laſt war, were diſ- 
banded the naval ſervice, and driven from 


their native country, becauſe they could not pro- 
duce their regular time of ſervitude in the Navy, 


agreeable to the rigid eſtabliſhed rules of office. 


Upon foreign ſtations (particularly i in the Eaſt 
Indies) during war, deaths: and other incidental 
occurrences, occaſion numberleſs vacancies in 


the reſpective lines of officers, particularly among 


the claſs. of Lieutenants. The Commanding | 


Officers, in order to keep up, not only the ſpirit 0 
of the ſervice, but to render it formidable in 
| every department, were. neceſſarily obliged to ' 
appoint Lieutenants to his Majeſty's ſhips, from | 
the claſs of Midſhipmen, who had not ſerved 


their tated time in the Navy, to qualify them 


for ſuch appointments ; but the exigencies of 
de King's ſervice abſolutely requiring, that the 
: proportionable number of Lutenants to each 
mp, upon thoſe ſtations, ſhould be regularly 
1 kepe up, the more effeQually to eſtabliſh and 


maintain 


5 a7 d] | 
wengi d diſcipline, and the accuſtomed routine 


8 of duty, on board the reſpective men of war; 


the appointments of Lieutenants, under that con- 


; fideration, became highly neceſſary, though it 


could not be effected agreeably to the uniform 
mode of the general printed inſtructions, which 


ſpecifies, that every perſon who is to be appointed 3 
2 Lieutenant in the Navy, ſhall have ſerved fix 
years at ſea (two of which to be rated Maſter's 


Mate, or Midſhipman). on un of. his 


_ Majeſty's ſhips. 


The eſtabliſhed 8 fon, 1 1 
nants being founded upon a very proper idea, 


che reſponſibility of the appointment carries, with 


it a moſt ſerious attention to the lives of thou- 


fands, who may, with the gfeateſt propriety, be 


deemed his Majeſty's moſt uſeful ſubjects. The 


Charge of a Lieutenant on board a line of battle 


ſhip, is often attended with very ſerious conſe- 


. quences, particularly during a night watch, when 


2 thouſand fouls are frequently at the mercy of 


his attention, as a ſeaman and officer; the leaſt - 
miſconduct, ariſing. from unqualified abilities, 
might precipitate the tremendous machine of a 
capital man of war into the bottomleſs ocean, 
e ö to 01 ignorance of an 
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orickptrienccd officer, - bundrets, of ves, who; in 


the moment of danger; have no alternative but 


eternity. The avful confideration-of ſuch pro- 


bable, and indeed recent events, ought, without 
any particular favor or Affection, to ſtirnulate a 
Firſt Lord of the Admiralty, to be mimitely | 


rackſghand efrencive to "my gay on wel- 


appointments in the line of Lieutenants. Man 


inſtabdes haue occurred, wherein the article for 


making Lieutenants hath been moſt ſhamefully 
kibvetted; even under the'fanttion of the Admi- 
ralty; particularly in the abominable admiſſion of 
boys, from-fourteen to twenty years of age; and 


many Who only / nominally ſerved as Maſter's 
Mate, or Midſhipman, have obtained their cer- 


ti dates f ſervitude, while at ſchool, and were 
rated in time of peace, upon the books of the 


King's yachts, or guardſhips. Theſe are incon- 


teſlible examples of partial appointments; and 


though your Lordſhip might be excuſed from 
Affofding any encouragement to ſuch unwarrant- 


able pfachees, yet upon adverting to the ad- 
miſſion df numberlefs "5Mcers, * under ſuch eir⸗ 


_ coniftances/'wwho ave new in "high eſteem in 


tie Navy; und who were uſhered into the fer vice 
w FLO. 2 through 


- through” the great cabin of a King's yacht, or 
the inactiue quarter. deck of a ſtationary guard - 


2. * 


foreign ſtations, ani who were generally qualified 
ſeamen, at the eve of the laſt war; nat onhy ex- 
 tremely deplorable to the individuals ther ſeyrs, 


but highly reprovable in the adminiſtration of 


when theſe appointments were rejected as infor- 
| mal, and not adinittæd to confirmation. 
Although your Lordſhip might be commend- 


ea in ſupporting, with your uſual inflexibility, 


the eſtabliſhed rules of naval diſcipline, and the 
uniformity of appointments, in the particularly 
eruel inflance of rejecting the reaſonable and 
well. earted pretenſtonb of thoſe intrepid young 
officers, «who were appointed Lieutenamts in the 
Eaſt Indies, an upon other foreign ſtations, in 
vacancies which: the» ifidiſpenſable neceſſity of 
Lordſhip been at that time pufſtiſſvdl of thoſe gal. 

lant feelings, nulüch in ſarne inſtances uu have 
exhibited to tha world; and if »you wou. have 
relaxed a little fromthe anſterity of your nature, 


_ ien up your f inflexwbility:fob a: mo» 


0 8 ment, 


officers, who were appointed Leutenants upon 


4 
[ 
| 


6 } 


ment, to have proved yourſelf the advocate-of = 
injured merit, :diſbanded courage, and degraded 

fervices; the claim which thoſe young officers 
had upon their country, would have ſuperſeded 
the formality of any ſpecifio official arrangement, 


which might have operated ta their prejudice. 


' Your Lordſhip ovght to have recommended 
them to his Majeſty's moſt gracious attention, as 


a ſpecial circumſtance, eminently deſerving Royal 
compaſſion and clemency. I am in poſſeſſion of 


one inſtance, wherein your Lordſhip confirmed a 


Lieutenant's commiſſion for a boy, under four- 
teen years of age; but in juſtice to your general 
attention to matters of that kind, I conceive it 
to have been an impoſition; your Lordſhip was 


party, for confirmation; had you ſeen the perſon 
of the officer, I have not a doubt but a poſitive | 


rejection would have enſued. But this circum- 


ftance affords a very diftreſiing reflection in the 


minds of thoſe compleatly qualified ſeamen, who, 
from the age of rwenty to thirty, were not enabled 


to obtain a confirmation of their commiſſions, 


aſter having ſerved their King and country, in 


the ſeverity of repeated aftions,/in\the Eaſt In- 
dies and ocker foreign figcions, beeauſe theycould 
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not call vpon a facher, or friend, o fal a noni 
nal time of ſervitude out of the Navy Office, to | 


qualify them as officers, agretably to the ſpecif 
article in the general printed inſtructions. 
If che well-founded plea of thoſe diſbanded 
young officers, to be put upon che liſt of Lieute- 
nants, had been ſanctioned by the Fir $56 4 of 


the Admitalty (abſtracted from the formality of 


the ſpecific article of being rated Maſter's Mate, 
at ſea in ſome of his Majeſty's ſhips), 1 have 
not the leaſt doubt, but the King would have 
been moſt graciouſſy pleaſed to have ordered 
the enrolment of | the parties, in the lift of their 
brother officers, to be conſidered as a ſpecial act 
and retard for gallant actions performed at the 


eve of a deſperate war, when the critical affairs 
of the empire demanded the manly, intrepid 


exertions of every active individual, without at- | 
tending to the formality of an arbitrary official 
ſpecific. article; at leaſt, they. by might 0 have been 
ordered to do duty on board ſome of his Ma- 


jeſty's ſhips, on their return to England, until 


their regular time of ſervitude had expired: 
ſome of thoſe injured officers, I am authoriſed to 


«0 . ; 
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| Notwithſtanding he door of promotion 
been ſhut, from the 'com NET 2ement of 


peace, your Lordſhip cquld volumarily ſtep forth | 
and open a paſſage, to uſher iu your friend Cap- 


tain Hunter to Rqyal attention, from the liſt of 


Maſters and Commanders, to that of Poſt Cap- 
tains; and to prevent any clz 


the novelty of the caſe, and from the jealouſy of 


ſuperior officers (which would naturally occur 


upon ſuch a partial promotion), your Lordſhip, 
agreeably to the ſingvlarity of your conduct, 
upon all occaſions, had ſufficient addreſs to eſta- 
bliſb Captain Hunters promotion, as a ſpecial 
appointment, and to be regiſtered as ſuch in the 
Records of the Admitalty,” Weiz not my inten? 


. A ; v81He contrary, 
he is a moſt excellent, accompliſned W e 


highly reſpected in the corps, and, 4: believe; 


perfectly chgible to any ſervice which your Lord- 
trap: er * n, Veen, dene um 


2 
r ere OT 2 
bs = 


a, a only a few weeks to compleat he 
ſpecific time of regular ſervitude. | 


tion to infinuate, that Captain Hunter is unde 


5, 


Royal clemency; and introduce the ' diſhanded 


young officers? If your mind could expand, in 
one inſtance, why not. dilate in another, confeſſ- 
edly deſerving more attention chan our friend 
Captaio. Hunter ? Tt, eee 


The nation . 8 juſtiy lament the loſk | 


of ſo many gallant qualified young officer. The 


Impreſſion af heing die anded, under fimilar Cir. 
cumſtances, at the eve of. another war, hath al- 
ready taken root in the minds of young men, 


ſible gloom over the junior part of the navy, and 
will operate among other diſcouraging, diſgrace- 
ful occurrences, that have fatally ariſen of late, 
to cramp the ſpirit, and ſuſpend the ardent deſire 
which formerly prevailed in the youth of this 
country, who Oey in entering into che n 
of the Navy. KR: Rc 
ehe E rench Mooarchs my. Look, ROO not 
kw heſitated a moment, under the recommen- 
dation of his Marine Miniſter, to have made an 
honorable proviſion for gallant young officers, in 
ſuch a degraded predicament : and I am ſure the 
King of Great Britain poſſeſſes feelings equal to 


any Monarch upon earth, and has manifeſted an 


f ber wn with ſuperior affection and in- 
clination 


13 2 
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rn to promote the welfare of deffrvida in- . 
dividuals;. as well as the general intereſt of the 
empire, upon every occaſion, when recommen- 


dations have been introduced, for Royal conſi- 


deration, through the regular and gracious chan- 


nels of official adminiſtration. ' © 


The idea of a decreaſing Navy has bei 
ably diſcuſſed of late, in fome pamphlets pub- 
liſhed by Mr. Stockdale, that it would only be 


2 repetition of grievances, to enter fully into a 
further diſcuſſion of that very alarming ſubject. 


| However, feeling myſelf at -liberty to offer my 


ſentiments upon a matter ſo eminently intereſting 
to the empire at large, I beg leave tò make ſome 
additional remarks upon the Naval department. 
When your Lordſhip came to the Board of 
Admiralty upon your laſt appointment, the Navy 


(mean ſhips) was in a deplorable ſtate. The 


fupplies which you obtained from Parliament, 
have enabled you to put the Navy upon a node 
rate footing of reſpectability. You have launch- 
ed many line of battle ſhips and frigates from the 
ſtocks; you have cauſed ſeveral capital men of war 


to be repaired, and put into good condition for ſea 


ſervice; you have alſo worked ſome reformations 
in the .reſpeftive departments under your direc- 
; tion; 3 


(25 00 
tion; you have arranged the guardſhips in a 
manner perfectly original, and peculiar to yourſelf, 
though I muſt admit, that as they are now em- 
ployed, Government will ſave conſiderably, by 
your myſterious ceconomy and unparalleled admi- 
niſtration, But, my Lord, will the Honor, the 
dignity, the conſequence of the nation, be ſupport- 
ed by your newfangled arrangement of guard- 
ſhips? Can we ſay, that twenty fail of the line 
are in perfect readineſs to oppoſe any ſudden 
alarms which may ariſe, in conſequence of the 
evil deſigns of our numerous enemies? No, my 
Lord! The fngular made which your Lordſhip 
hath perverſely adopted, to pay aff guardſhips, 
in very bad condition, and to continue them in no- 
mination, as guardſhips, with orders far their 
being taken into dock, to undergo capital repairs, 
before they can be put again upon the regular 
eſtabliſhment of guardſhips, is a myſterious ma. 
vzupre, Which none but your Lordſhip can ex- 
plain. It effectually embarraſſes the original 
ſentiments which the nation in general uſually en- 
tertained of the formidable ſtrength and capabi · | 
1 of the guardſhip eſtabliſhment, 155 
If your Lordſhip really Fanceives, that ſo great 
a 1 of guardſhips as twenty ſail of the line, 
D are 


—— 


r ee 
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are vitleſs; why not and. forth boldly, in the 


of goon eſtabliſhment ? It is * 
rently your ſentiments, or you would not fo indi- 
rely exhibit a diſpoſition to diminiſh the ſtated 


proportion and reſpectability of guardſhips, in 
the manner og have BE _ continue to do, 


at this time. 


en I cannot k to FLY an' opinion 


of ſuch magnitude and importance to the State, 
as the conſideration of ſo weighty an' eſtabliſh- 


ment as the guardſhips would require, in oppoſi- 


tion to your Lordſhip's profound abilities; yet, I 
am warranted, under the authority and ſuperior 
underſtanding of official men, to ſay, that in the 


eſtabliſnment of guardſhips, for the honor and 
protection of the nation, in time of profound 
peace, eigbt line of battle ſhips would be ſufficient 
to maintain the dignity of the empire. We who 


are converſant in naval affairs, all know, that the 


difference in equipping a good conditioned ſhip, 


from the ſtate of ordinary, admits of very little 
more time to complete her for ſea ſervice, than 
it would to prepare a guardſhip. 5 The ſeamen 
are the material conſideration; and in order to 


ſecure tlic advantage, in that particular inſtance 


of 


E 

of important attention, ind" promote ths rea- 
dineſs of an equipment, upon alarms, 1 have a 
plan to offer, which 1 flatter myſelf will meet 
vith general approbation. my 

It is now become notorious, "eas inſtead of 
giving the appointments in guardſhips to old 
and deſerving officers, with large families, and in 
diſtreſſed circumſtances, and which would ope- 
rate as a ſtimulus to young officers, who are to 
look to ſuch douceurs, ſhould che events of future 
wars prove unſucceſsful t to their honorable ſervices; 
theſe appointments have of late been generally 


beſtowed upon the fayorites of the reigning Firſt 


Lord of the Admiralty, with very little attention 


to merit and abilities. Under theſe conſiderations, 


the eſtabliſhment of guardſhips cannot be ſaid to 
promote the general welfare, nor ele vate che ſpirit 
of naval ardor, in any deſirable degree. There- 
fore, that we might Jalficientiy maintain the dig- 
nity of the nation, in the arrangement of guard- 


ſhip eſtabliſhment, I beg to ſuggeſt, for your 


Lordſhip 8 conſideration, that eight fail of the 
line would anſwer every. purpoſe. of the State, 
during profound peace; and in order to be effec- 
tive, reſpecting the complement of ſeamen (with 
reference to the preſent peace eſtabliſhment only), 
| D 2 | allow- 
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allowing 2 50 effettive ſeamen, to be. « on board 


each guardſhip, excluſive of officers, ſervants, 
marines, and non effectives; it would conſe- 
quently appear, upon the reduction of twelve 


_ gvardſhips, that the Marine Miniſter would be 


enabled to employ 3000 effective ſearnen, f in an 
additional number of frigates, to be ſtationed 
upon the home ſervice, which would abundantly 
contribute to the annihilation of the pernicious 
practice of ſmuggling, and prove an effectual 
means of exerciſing officers, perry-officers, and 
ſeamen, i in the proper ſtations of ſea duty. 10 8 

Every frigate employed. in time of peace, 
ſhould be allowed a double proportion of petty 
officers, AS, a nurſery, & to ſupply the Navy i in war. 


The p petty. officers are acknowledged, by all ex- 


perienced ſeamen, to be the life and ſpirit « of a 
man of war; I appeal to the moſt ſenſible, brave, 


and active of our Commanders, to confirm the 
| truth of this aſſertion. 


Great complaints have been made, upon the 


deficiency of qualified men, to direct the ma- 


nagement olg great guns, ſeparately i in action. The 
preſent eftabliſhment appoints one quarter gunner 
to four guns, who is deemed the captain of thoſe 
guns; but ſs little attention is paid, to qualify 


the quarter gunner, in the nn of great guns, 
with proper {kill and dexterity, that he is held in 
' no. eſtimation. The captain of the man of war, 
upon making out the quarter bill, appoints an 
able ſeaman to be captain of ane gun and it 3 
oppoſite and although that man might be a 
ſtout, able-bodied ſeaman, he may be very defi- 
cient in the management of a great gun, in time 
of action. Therefore, in order to improve upon 
the old plan of managing great guns; and conſi- 
dering the viſible encreaſe of ſkill, exhibited by 
our enemies, during the two late wars; I would 


propoſe, that every man of war, employed in 


time of peace, ſhould have an able-bodied, active 

ſeaman appointed to each gun; and as I would 
wiſh to give him a title he ſhould, be called the 
Cannoneer, to give him conſequence among the 
ſhip's company; and he ſhould have a ſmall en- 


creaſe of pay, beyond the rate of a private ſea- 


man; it would be adding to the ſubordination, 

which cannot be too much · encouraged, and 
ſupported in military ſervice. The Cannoneers 
ſhould have charge of all the great guns, under 
the direction of the gunner and other fu- 
perior _—_— to be frequently exerciſed in the 
7 various 
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eſis operations of eden; EP! to he 

Train of Artillery foldiers:* 905 
The employing an additional ante} wy 

gates, inſtead of Twelve guardſhips, would afford 


ſufficient time and opportunities, to train the 


cambmerrs to the perfect Knowledge and {kill of 


their duty, in che management of great guns. 


It might poſſibly be urged, as an argument | 
Ipainſt difmantling twelve guardfhips, that the 
ſobſtituting # proportionable number of frigates 


in their room, would be adding to the yearly ex- 
pence of naval eſtabliſhment. But, as it is not 


my intention to propoſe any plan, Which will 


create an additional expence, beyond the preſent 
peace eſtabliſhment, (though I could with' the 
nation was in a condition to admit of further ſup⸗ 


pfies for che Navy,) I truſt, under that"confi- 


deration, the plan in meditation 1 vill meet with 


general approbation. Oe ee Tor S191) 


Upon an impartial, correct Aste the 


expence of naval and ordnance ſtores, on board 
a eruizing frigate of 32 or 36 guns, will amount 
to no more than the uſual expence of a guard- 
ſhip ; and the victualling 3 is in proportion to the 
number of men. Therefore, obſerving the re- 
gulation, in this point of view, 7welve ſail of 32 
| a 


. 


3 


obr 36 gun frigates, might be employed in lieu of 
twelve guardſhips; each frigate carrying 250 
effective ſeamen, excluſive of officers and ſer- 


' _ vants, which would make up the complement 


about 300, with a ſmall detachment of marines, 
I would not be underſtood, under this regulation, 
that the marines ſhould, in the leaſt degree, be 
reduced, in their proportion, upon the annual 
vote of ſeamen. The marines are ſo highly 
ſpoken of, in thoſe pamphlets, lately exhibired 
to the Public, upon naval affairs, that it would 
be preſumption in me, to attempt throwing a 
luſtre upon their recorded brilliant ſervices. I 
wiſh to ſee marines ſuperſede the dragoons, upon 
the ſmuggling duty; and without any intention to 
depreciate the reſpectability of dragoon regiments, 
I hope to be excuſed, in ſuggeſting, that to my 
certain knowledge, the ſmugglers would be more 
effectually diſtreſſed, by ſmall detachments of 
_ marines, ſtationed upon the fea coaft, than they 
gre at preſent by the formidable appearance of 
the heavy horſe: and it would be a ſervice truly 
compatible with the genius of marines, becauſe 
they have generally been conſidered, as active 
light infantry Fane w_ OT with he 
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ILam now come to the dif uffion of a moſt 
. matter, which relates, in a very high 
degree, to the future exiſtence of. 1 . 


2s a nayal empire. me 
Within the laſt fifty years, inf 3 . ä 


obſerved, by ſpeculative, ingenious men, that the 


conſumption of oak timber, has been Oy | 


N — inſomuch, that in the maritime 


e the principal reſources for naval 


of that article, appears to am Ta and 


ſtripp'd the face of the country, in fo viſible a 
manner, that inſtead of viewing the furrounding 


pariſhes, under the elegant, vigorous appearance 


of extenſive foreſts, abounding with majeſtic 
oaks, towering heir ſtately heads above the 
clouds, nothing now is to be ſeen, but open corn 
fields, heaths, commons, meadows, timberleſs 


foreſts, parks and coppices, opening extenſive 


\ views of farm-houſes, barns, cottages, with vari- 
ety of corn and hay ricks; which fifty years ago, 
were totally obſcured under the lururiant wenne 


1 grown royal oaks. 


However ſatisfied the a . of this 


age may feel theraſelves, reſpecting the ſufficiency 
of naval { imber, which might enable Government 


1 — 0 
0 7 # : - 1 


ſervice to roy merits, under every. confide- 

| ratggrat national honor and fafery, an immediate 
ſtigation, particularly by official men, ma 
from the ature, of their employments, ought to 
warn Miniſters, of the viſible ſcarcity, which pre- 
walls all ade ah kingdom; and that the re- 
ſpective ſtages. of ſucoeſſion, in oak trees, appear 
to be e backward, in their i 
eee 6 ee 
But ſuch is the genius of the preſenting 8 Wan 
we look. not to the welfare of poſterity ; all we 
conſider is preſent. gain, heightened by che dic. 
ſipated gratifications of temporary enjoyments: 
the future greatneſs of the empire, is all abſorbed 
in che inſtantaneous idea of immediate advantage. 
My reſidence being in one of the fineſt timber 
counties in England, both as to foil and pro- 
duce, and from che obſervations, which my 
neighbours and myſelf. haye made, upon the 
ſcarcity.. and tediqus growth of timber, it ap- 
pears in a circle of about fifty miles, chat the oak. 
timber which has been felled, within the laſt fifty, 
E = _ years, 
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. 
years, was ſufficient to build forty Ine of battle 
ſhips, and about ſixty frigates of various claſſes 

whereas, in the ſame circle, at this period, 
there is not timber enough'to build four hips of 
the line and' eight frigates of 32 guns. That the 

ſucceſſon of oak timber, in general, is apparently 
growing from 70 to 140 years, behind the ſtate of 
maturity and the proper ſize required to build 
ſhips of the line. And if we were to make an 
impartial. ſurvey of all the other parts of the 
| Iſland, I believe we ſhould find them equally de- 
| ficient in timber, for immediate conſumption, and 
alſo extremely beet in "IRE" ee 7 8 
of ſucceſſion. 1 
The viſibly encreaſed Abella of err cla 


of ſhips, within the laſt fifty years, require, at this 
il time, 2 much greater ſcantling of timber, than 
4 was formerly deemed hecellary, in the conſtruc- 
1 0 tion of men of war. Oak trees, at the age of 
'F 100 years, were large enough to convert into the 
þF moſt material parts, in the formation of line of 
Tl battle ſhips, in the reign of George the Firſt. 
ü h . But in the reign of George the Third, oak trees, 


150 years old, will ſcarcely produce ſufficient - 


ſcantlings, for one. the Ro e ies nel hls 
Mrs oh 8 ſhips, © 
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by 


years, 
to keep up the encreaſec | eſtabliſhments of « 


double the quantity. And I beg leave to aſk the 


queſtion : Where ſhall we find reſources of tics. 
ber, after the preſent” Navy (to conſiſt of 100 
fail of the line, with a proportionable number of 


frigates and ſmall veſſels) ſhall he put into a 
proper ſtate and condition for ſea; ſervice? The 


anſwer will be clearly this: the refources of nu | 


timber, will be foynd in various deſolated parts 


of the iſland, in the infant ſtare of unprotetted 8 


ſucceſſbn, which will require, from 70 to 150 


ae any material quantity can be felled 


numerous Navy. * 

- The better to elucidate the | important condde- 
ration, reſpecting the conſumption of naval timber, 
(excluſive of all the enormous expence of timber, 


in the conſtruction of merchant ſhips ; and in the 
 numberleſs neceſſary erections and repairs of 
various buildings, under every deſcription, thro⸗ 


* the iſland of Great Britain,) T ſhall encleavour, to 


SS - the 


ar; that n bath of building this 
Navy, will not only require infinitely larger 
timber, than was neceſſary, half a century ago; 
but that the conſumption, will demand, at leaſt, 
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the belt of my ability, to exhibit a calculation, 


which, I truſt, will confirm every idea already 
ſuggeſted, upon the: Mac * fuck Fn 


- reſting ſubject. 55 Hit i 
When em could afford to its | 


ſhillings advance, upon every load of winter felled- 
timber (which has not been diſcontinued above 
30 years), the king's ſhips were built, with ſuch a 
ſpecies of oak, that rendered their frames per- 
fectly ſound, to the extent of 50, 60, or 70 years. 
But ſince the great demand for. fanner's bark, 
hath encreaſed the value of that commodity, to 
an amazing advanced price, Gover 


ws 


Navy ; a circumſtance, I believe, little known 
among our Miniſters of this day; and which hath 


| conſiderably contracted che duration of the hulls | 
of men of war, for ſome years paſt. When oak 


trees were felled in winter ſeaſon, and when the 
ſap was not vegetating in their bodies, they be- 


came, upon converſion, like a ſolid block of 
marble, perfectly free from that periſhable qua- 
ty, which, when felled in ſummer. time, facilitates 
the deſtruction and annihilation of timber trees; 
— which clearly accounts for the rapid decay 


of - 


declined giving any encouragement, to, promote | 
0 the ſale of winter. felled. timber, for the uſe of the 
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of men of War, on 
beyond the Period of thirty years, including the 


Es © 


of 6ur men of war; at this peftod Various ex- 
Periments habe been attempted, in the King's 


aan Roma preſerbe 2 "felled 


 rimaber; for the uſe of the Navy, büt all to no 


leck Nothing will eſtabliſn the duration of 


men of war, but the general uſe of winter-feled 


timber. I am confident, if Government were to 


give ten ſpillings extraordinary for winter-filled 


rimbet, it would infallibly put the Navy upon a 


more durable eftabliſhment; and be productive 
of conſiderable * mee! in 4 707 


expence. 


4 very well digelted nit! Ar- 


ported on the moſt correct obſervations and indif- 


Putable experience, the durability of each claſs 
the average, will nor extend 


repairs," at "intervening times, when the hulls be- 
oome rotten and decayed, occafioned by the bad 
texture of the oak, or the more pernicious ef- 


fects ariſing from Jummer-felled timber, now uni- 


verſally uſed in building men of war for the 


Navy. And, in addition to the expence of 


building a neu ſhip from the ſtocks, to run the 


term of thirty years, "the calculation upon the 6 


| quantity of timber * to preſerve the hull 
"tat 


in 
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| . eee eee A in at 
Rc ne eee 5: e 
eee —— baſs dey have run fifteen, 
or twenty years, in the King's ſervice, However, 
in order to aſcertain the conſumption of timber 
for building and repairing the Navy, to the ex- 
tent of thirty years, I flatter myſelf the following 
calculation will effectually explain We idea 8 
1 geſted upon the ſubject. 

The following ate the reſyeſtive claſſes of Fikips, 
which I ſhall arrange, for the better aſcertaining 
the conſumption and growth of timber, rating the 
durability of every ſhip, upon the average, to the 
term of thirty years, including repairs, which 
might be eſtimated at half. the quantity of tim- 
ber expended, in the firſt inſtance, e a 
rn. Hos 


3 8855 5 = 
"One hundred fail of the line, from. 110 to 66. 
| guns. 5 


Sscoun ook,” 1 Dy . | 
Forey large frigars from 5ot to 32 guns. 
e Tas 


1 '39 ) 
Tun Crass. 
nn pines from 280 20 guns 


Fovurn . | 
m cal velicls, of various denominations. 


bs building a line of battle ſhip, I ſhall eſti- 
mate half the timber, at the * 150 years; 
che other half at 100 years. Vi e | 

It will require 3000 loads of Lids: at go det 
the load, to build a line of battle ſhip, taking the 
Fs ah berween's 110 9 and 64 gun ſhips... 
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quantity for building 
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Fr R8T Or ass. 


The Calculation bp on x 300 fail of the l Hes fade cas: 

| 71 wy 4 N pl 11 id a — 

To building the firt belt of a ſhip of — * 
the firſt claſs, timber at 150 years 1500 | | 
pe ce fil cn {i gromthofiimber| 8 . | 

wy 1 50,000 

To bnilding the ad half of a ſnpofthe;1.j.. jo 
firſt claſs, 2 100 e en 3 
Ne eb eee | oclaotigd n 

— — 0,000 
| he yn of the firt claſ / / : 23 M 
te che quantity for build- & 3% 
cmd timber at 100 Yeats g Won © | l 


10 fail of the 2 6 Hils 


Total expence of timber for hy i 
and repairing 100 fail of * firit = 
for 30 years | 


SsgconD C1485. 


It will require 1200 Loads of Timber, at 
o feet the Load, to build one large 
Ee taking the —_ from 50 to 
32 guns. 
The calculation upon 40 fail ſtands thus: 

To building one large frigate, from 

Fo to 32 guns, timber at 100 years 

growt 


40 fail af large frigates (building) 


To repairs of one large frigate, from 
50 to 32 guns, eſtimated at half the 


40 fail of large irigates (repairing) | 


| 


and Fas ofail of frigates, from 5 
to 32 you 30 yours | 


Total expence of timber for* building } 


< "Y wo 5 KA 1 
; * 1 11 


( +; 55 


Tut WO ws e'p 


: nen; qulre 956 Lbadb of Timber, at 30 feet Fe Load, to 


id 5 WF build one ſmall Frigate, taking the n 28 to 20 
| eee — 4 
W The calculation pen 2 bun Frignes fads thus: = 
3 . 1 ON To" f Loads. | od | 
h To building a ge a e | 

| = 2 timber at 80 years - tal 


frigates (building} | ” 20 


is. oo 
b To repaits of one ſmall frigate, from from 7 5 
28 to 20 guns, eftimated at half the (| 450 


quantity for building 1 ö 
20 ſmall An (repairing) e e 
| "Total expence of timber for building een 
| BS and 7 ſmall frigates, ban 28 27 ,000 
| to 0 n yo youre e 
FouarzR CLASS. | 7 . | 


It will require 300 Loads of Timber, at 
F feet the Load, to build one ſmall 
ellel; upon the average of 50 fail, of 
various denominations. 


3 — 


: | The calculation upon 50 fail ſtands thus: 
Io building one ſmall veſſel, timber, | f 
\ 12 9 ears i 3 Jo's, 
(building) | et Be 
1 18 aire of one ſmall veſſel, ag 1 
„ | 4 at half the quantity for building 3 
ö go ſail ſmall veſſels (repairing) e 
[ | pwn DENT e 
k Total expence of timber for dallaln g)1 — — 
1 and repairing 50 fail of ſmall veſſels of | 1 22,500 
Id various Ga a 6: The for 90 er | | PESOS 
1 3 E sTI MATE 
3. | | : . | | | | a | a | +. 
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EsTiMaATE of the cncreaſed quantity of Timber required for | 
building and repairing the N 
ſpective ages of Oak Trees. 


| 


150,000 


Loads of 
{ Timber. 


150,000 


72,000 


4 
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| (claſs, equals 


1 
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0 INST ChLAT,. 7 
At the growth cf 150 years, for the 
1ſt halt of building 100 fail of the 
line for 3o years, will encreaſe at 
the rate of 5 ſucceſſive claſſes, at 30 
years each claſs, equals 


24 halt of building 100 fail of the 

line for zo years, will encreaſe at 
| the rate of 34 ſucceſſive claſſes, at 

30 years each claſs, equals 
At the growth of 100 years, for re- 

Pairs of 100 ſail of the line, within 
the period of 30 years, will encreaſe 
at the rate of 3+ ſucceſſive claſſes, at 
30 years each claſs, equals 


and repairing 100 ſhips of the 
claſs, with reference to the reſpeQive 
ages of oak trees, equals = = 


| SECOND CLASS, | 
At the growth of 100 years, for 
building and repairing 40 large fri- 
| gates, from 50 to 32 guns, for 30 
years, will encreaſe at the rate of 3+ 
| ſucceſſive claſſes, at 30 years each | 


4 


TarirD Cr.ass. 
ing and repairing 20 ſmall frigates, 


encreaſe at the rate of 25 ſucceſſive 
Claſſes, at 30 years each claſs, equals 


Fouxru CLass.'. 
ing and repairing 50 {mall veſlels; 
0 


yarious denominations, for 30 
years, will encreate at the rate of 2 


ſuccefive claſſes, at 30 years each | 


(claſs, equals . 6 


from 28 to 20guns, for 30 years, will \ 


q 


1 


At the growth of 100 years, for * | 


Total expence of timber for = | 


At the Trowth of 80 years, for build 


a the growth of 60 years, TOM I 


. bt 5 
avy ; with reference to the re- 


Lead of 


Timber. 


750,000 


1,850,000 
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In addition to the conſumption of timber for 
/ f the Navy, the incredible expence of timber, in 


1 s 2 
| | 4 
1 


* | building trading ſnips ſor the ſervice of the Za 
| India Company, is become a moſt ſerious conſi- 1 
deration” About eighty fail of Eaſt Indiamen df 


are upon the Company's liſt, as trading ſhips, 
from England to India and China. The arrange- 
ment of employing them is in regular ſucceſſion, bo 
which brings every ſhip into the rotation of per- 1 
forming one voyage in about three years; and 
they never exceed four voyages, which circum-- 
ſcribes their exiſtence, as Eaſt Indiamen, to the 
term of 12 years, After they have run four 
voyages, they are always fold to foreign coun- 


3 


tries, or employed upon inferior ſervices, among 
the Merchants and Traders of England, 

The fcantlings of Eaſt Indiamen, are ſimilar 
to thoſe of 30 gun ſhips in the Navy; they al- 
ways require, in building, what might yur pro- 
1 perly be deemed naval timber. | 


The calculation of 1 ſtands thus: | 

To eighty fail of Eaſt Indiamen, at 1500 loads TY 
1 of timber each ſhip, equals 120,000 loads in Vo 
twelve years. Every twelve years will require a $11 
ſucceſſion of eighty new ſhips, which equals 84 
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Ge Dt tes for building 

Gant pes up A Navy, conformable to the Growth of Tine 
ber, far the reſpective CET eee with che 
een for d Bat Indiamen, | 


1 1 
7 4 of Norder of 4 
pile i EE FS — — — i 
Te bend half of builds 1 F 
ing line of battle ſhips, ' at [ . | 159 | 750,009 | 500,000 i 
6 w ñ ð ß Fs ELL ST 4 
at 15 3 "my ng; Then eames 
5 18325 Re — | 
2 3 Ga 7 — — ' 
j To building and repair 1 
ing 40 large ff — 
Ns n 
"Pas * yg 
To building and repair- 
| 0 20 imall frigates, from 1 
to 20 1 at We * 
e 9 hs: . ö . 
8 CIA. 
N 
ing 50 Raul veſſels, of 
various ee 
30 panda: Aa a * 1 
| 14 p 
Tora Gigare, be, 13 | 
1 InDiaugn, opt —ů— | 
'To building 80 ſail of | 
LAK $1 Ce 124 1 . 
yearn, "at. 81 — 8 een 1,000,009 > 
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The caleulation upon the n of ber) 
be the-uſe of the Navy, and building Eaſt India- 
men, does not include the multitude of fall 
; craft, ſuch as hoys, lighters, punts, barges, boats, 
&c. which are neceſſarily employed i in the King's 
| ſervice ; nor does it extend to the numberleſs : 
ſhips and veſſels engaged in trading to the Me- , 
diterranean, Weſt-Indies, America, Eaſt⸗ Coun- 
try, Greenland, together with. the infinite fwarm 
_of colliers, which require timber about "the © 
"growth of 80 years, upon the average. All other 
veſſels, though not requiring more than from 
forty to ficty years growth, contribute abun- : 
dantly to the conſumption, and check the grow 
ing ſucceſſion of naval timber i in avery as 
1 | Cj 
pigs the act of Parham paſſed, ar 2 
ing American built ſhips and veſſels becoming 
Engliſh bottoms, I fear the promoters. of that 
"oe (although they conſidered the Prohibition as 
an advantage to this country) were not aware of 
the fatal conſequences which muſt inevitably ariſe 
to poſterity, upon the enormous conſumption of 
timber, that will unavoidably occur hereaſter: ; 
and I beg. to. refer the noble Lord, who. intro- 
duced the probibirory 1 4 to the. . 
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which I have made upon the ſubjeck. 1 am 

ſure his Lordſhip's ſuperior knowledge, in all 
matters relative to government, negociation, and 

commerce, will lead him to confeſs, that the 
preſent conſumption of timber in this aur 4 

is become truly alarming, and requires the im- 

mediate ſerious conſideration of woo Majeſty 8 

Miniſters. | 
Tf American built ſhips could Ls Engli 15 | 1 
bottoms, under admiſſible conditions, without any | | 

other advantage to Great Britain, than chat of 
being the means of preſerving the growth of 

timber, and preventing the preſent very extraor- 
dinary conſumption ; ſuch a ſalutary regulation 
would, in a great degree; check the alarming 

_ reigning fury of the times, from cutting GUT, 
in the infant ſtate of it's growth... 

Ihe beſt conditioned eſtate in Hampſhire, 3 | 
the growth « of timber, has, during the laſt three _ 1 
years, undergone a moſt diſgraceful deſolation. | 
F orty thouſand pounds worth of growing timber 
trees has been cut down by the proprietor, to 
| anſwer, I ſuppoſe, ſome ſudden demands ; and 
the principal part of the trees were not beyond 
the growth of thirty to fiſty years, which were 
 bnly adapted for the building boats, lighters, - 


and 
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ud wats; Ae Many fuch lachen tb jn- 


| ſtances have lately occurred in this country, upon 
the felling of infant timber; and while we con- 


tinve to build 400 our ſhips and veſſels of every 


denomination, with our ow internal produce, the 
fatal conſequences of cutting timber trees, in 


their infant ſtate, will rapidly decreaſe the growth 


of timber; to the extreme diſgrace of the preſent 


generation, and will effectually deſtroy the grow- i: 
ing finews of the moſt powerful reſource, which 


pPoſterity will have to depend upon, to maintain 


their dignity, and property, as a naval empire. 
| Thoſe eminently feeling, patriotic noblemen 
and gentlemen, who conſider the welfare of p 


terit, as well as the ſecurity of the preſent gene · 
ration, in reſpect to the preſervation and cultiva- 


tion of the growth of timber, merit abundantly the 


higheſt eſteem and commendation of their coun- 


try, in having eſtabliſhed plantations of timber 


trees, ſicuated in various parts of the iſland. 
Among the moſt reſpectable of thoſe gentlemen, 
who have devoted their time, and applied their 
fortunes, to the very laudable example of plant- 
ing and preſerving the growth of timber, Vice- 


Admiral Roddam exhibits a very diſtinguiſhed 


; character of F in chat Particular 
ö atten- 


W_, 
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T4 


attention to the welfare of che country. The 
Admiral, during ſeveral years paſt (when his ne- 
celary ſervices could be diſpenſed with, in the 
execution of his ſuperior abilities, as an accom- 


pliſhed ſeaman and officer), employed himſelf in 


the cultivating extenſive plantations,” of various 


kinds of timber trees, particularly oak, which 


ſurrounds his paternal reſidence,” at Roddam- 


Hall, in Northumberland. Many hundred thou- 


ſand: trees, are now growing, in full vigor, under 


regular ſtages of ſucceſſion, upon his eſtate, af- 
fording infinite pleaſure and ſatisfaction to every 
traveller and viſitor, who feels the proper effect 
which will naturally ariſe, upon ſuch an highly 


operate powerſully upon che minds of all men, 
who wiſh well to poſterity, and will ſerve as a moſt 
conſpicuous, patriotie example to the eee and 


ſucceeding generations. 


In eee eee 


it appears, that the Eaſt India Company's ſhips 
expend nearly half the quantity which it requires 


to keep up the ho“ eſtabliſniment of the Navy; 


a eircumſtance ſcarcely within the power of credi- 


bility, but as demonſtration will always produce 
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. n Wend only to trequeſt che 
of my readers, to the general calculation 1 
8 The- mem. expence of e 5 
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e ſuch a growing, . evil. to as 
* 0 SY as i the: OM! Ka: Indiapen with 
5 ering bite eben eee any dae 
ic might be erifqrced, to preſerve the ſucceſ- 
G oak timber for the uſe of the Navy. 
Ws + The arguments in favor of building merchant 
on, ſhips, of all denominations, with timber the growth 
. 1 6 but, however advantageous they may appear, to 
|: ite ſupports of ſuch aviſiblydeſtruRtive ſyſtem, | 
A truſt, whenever theſe arguments ſhall, be ma- 
 ,*  _ tuyrely. conſidered, the ill conſequences which 
| Pow muſt inevitably ariſe to this country, upon the 
5 | Ingrodibia conſumption. of 5 en we "op 
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D; tm) 58 
br but in oppoſing the general dignity n 5 
ol che empire, in it's preſent ſtate, with reference 
_ to poſterity, to the ſyſtem of temporary, indivi- 
dual advantage, in employing a few additional 
artificers, &c. I hope, under every idea of na- 


tional honor and ſecurity, it will be deemed as an 


highly commendable, neceſſary regulation, for 
IE e e coagl 
And 0 n ents if Müde 
upon the important idea which ought particularly 
to prevail in the mind of his Majeſty's Marine 
Miniſter, reſpecting the preſervation and culti- 
vation of timber: I ſhall beg leave to make an 
extract from the French Miniſter's letter, Monſ. 
Calonne, to Mr. Jefferſon, the American Am- 
baſſador at Paris, as read by Mr. Gray, in the 
Britiſn Houſe of Commons, very lately. Aſter 
the e the Miniſter proceeds thus: 
« That in addition to the favors already 
« granted to our commerce, in the eſtabliſh- 
* ment of the free ports, and in the admiſſion 
N of tobacco agreeably to Mr, Morris's con- 
4 tract, his Majeſty conſents to aboliſh all the 
duty of fabrication, with reſpect to the whale 
15 oil and Eph , directly imported from 
X cc 9 
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